ROBERT P. BIN^4S 
PRINCIPAL 


DONALD J. GOLDEN 
VICE PRINCIPAL 


WILLIAM T. BODE 
DEAN OF BOYS 


ROSEMMA KIBBEY 
DEAN OF GIRLS 


SAN JUAN UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 



1400 BELL STREET 


SACRAMENTO 25, CALIFORNIA 


October 9^ 1958 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
Smithsonian Institution 
U. S. National liuseuin 
Washington 25^ D. C, 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

I hope that by now you have received your specimens from 
Antigua, TJnfortionately, the tank that I had missed leaving the 
Island td.th the other specimens because of the usual. /Antiguan 
shipping problems. But I left the tank with Desmond and he 
assured me that he would see that you got it as soon as possible, 

I also hope that by now you have not given up all hope of 
ever receiving the technical notes on that tank full of specimens. 
I am in the process now of transcribing the notes so that they 
will at least appear to be written in English'- not Antiguan, 

I have also sent the Kodachrome slides that I proirn.sed you 
for reprinting. They should be back shortly, I am sorry that I 
did not get these things to you long before this date but, as 
you may know, we left Antigua rather hurriedly in an effort to 
get back for the opening of our new school, 

A combination of bad weather and strikes has delayed our 
construction program to the point where we are now operating a 
school with about 1,000 students that is not yet completed. 

We are also struggling to get the building program for our new, 
or second half, of our school under way. Construction shoifld 
start this month on buildings that will make it possible for us 
to receive another 1,000 students next September. 


Tou can expect a longer letter ^Tith more news and certain3:y 
some of your notes in the near future. 



Sincerely yours. 






DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUSINESS OFFICES 


3738 WALNUT AVENUE, CARMICHAEL, CALIFORNIA 
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J. BRUCE BREDIN 
P. O. Box 87 
Wilmington, Delaware 


April 14 » 1958 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 

c/o V. E. B. Nicholson & Sons 

P. 0. Box 103 

St. John's 

Antigua, B. W. I. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

Your letter from St. Martin arrived this morn- 
ing, and of course I am much interested in your 
progress. It is unfortunate that you have been 
having such rough weather, but I am certain that 
you are getting good results. Needless to ssy , I 
am sorry not to be with you, as I enjoyed every 
minute with the gang on the Freelance. 

Ernie May will not be able to join you as he 
has commitments here at home. I must say that he 
was on the verge of dropping everything and flying 
down to meet you. 

Just as you surmised, another man had the 
Service poem at Judge Morris' dinner. He read it 
and it was well received. The dinner was lots of 
fun and went off without any hitches. Mr. du Pont 
as host had a fine evening and the guest of honor 
was very much pleased with the affair. 

My trip North was uneventful and my connections 
were as per scheduled. I had lunch at Bluebeard's 
in St. Thomas and overnight in San Juan. After a 
day in Delray, I came to «'i/ilmington when the usual 
routine was picked up. 

Due to Tibi's mothers Illness and other compli- 
cations, we have postponed our trip to Spain for 
the time being. It looks as though v.'e just tried 
to crowd too much into this spring. 

I hope that this finds all of you in good shape 
and that you will be able to come to Wilmington soon 
after your return. Please give my very best to every 
one and tell them how much I appreciate all the many 
kindnesses which were shown to me while I was aboard 
the Freelance. 



Sincerely, 
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J. BRUCE BRED I N 
P. O. Box 87 
Wilmington, Delaware 


November 13, 1957 


Dr, Waldo L. Schmitt 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

I am delighted to have your recent letter and 
to know the plans for the expedition for next March 
are developing as we have planned. I noticed in 
yovir letter that you mentioned Dr. Carl Shuster as 
a possible candidate for the expedition. Both Dr, 
Perkins, President of the University of Delaware, 
and Dr. Rees, the Provost, have indicated that Dr. 
Shuster would be available for this trip, I be- 
lieve that Dr. Shuster and you wou.ld benefit if he 
were to accompany you. If you are in agreement, 
please let me know so that we can arrange a meeting 
between you two. I hope that it can be in Wilming- 
ton, as I would like very much to see you again. 

Kindest regards to you and Mrs. Schmitt. 

Sincerely, 


Soptssaber 6, 19Sf 


Sr* J* 3ruo® Brsdia 
P. 0* Bos 87 
lliXiaittgtonji Dslawr® 

Bsar Mr* ar#diai 

fhwak you very mxoh for your letter of September 3 from 
Haatuoliet* As soo» as a satis faotorj* reply to 2r* Sohialtt*® 
letter to De^iesid Sicholsoaa is received* I iffill 'teJc® the steps 
necessary to clinch the "Preelaao®*’ olmrter for a cruise start- 
ing cn iiarch 21* I rather hope thfc*t hr* Sehaitt will be bacflc 
■before we hear from licholsoa so ttet h® etui take oar© of 1h« 
miter personally# 

fharik you also for your kind ramrk concerning ^ partici- 
pation in the expoditioa#' I would ®iJoy being -s-dth you on tS^ 
“Froelanoc” again* but my satij^ithy for travel ansi the- backlog 
of work here at the l&is«m have lod mm to turn a deaf ear to 
all of Dr. Sohsaitt*s pleading* 1 hope that at least one mabor 
of the- party will share our views aa fro© eaterpi'iss so that 
you will not hav® to defsad our philosophy singlehandedly* 

ilith kindest regards* 


Sincerely* 


Femror iu draco , dr» 

Cur a tsar 

Divisitsi of Marin® Invertebrates 



fACh&ocsalb 


oe I Dr* ^ikrhBitt 
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J. BRUCE BREDIN 
P. O. Box 87 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

BUREAU OF COmERCIAL FISHERIES 
P. 0. Box 630 


Pascagoula^, Mississippi 


FeUruary 25^ 1958 


Dr. Waldo S. Schmitt 
Researph Associate 
Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25_, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 


Thanks for your letter of February 22. I am glad 


to hear that the tuna longline gear has arrived safely and 
in time. 

I am equally sorry that I did not get to see you 
last month. Short visits are always unsatisfactory. 


Best of luck on your expedition; it soimds quite 


fascinating^ and we will he most interested in hearing about 
what shows up. 


Best personal regards. 


Sincerely yours^ 


1 ullis^ Jr.^ Chiefs 

G ies Exploration 

and Gear Research 




SMITHSONIAN CARIBBEAN EXPEDITION 


m3. 


I, Ralph Camacho of the Antigua Fishing Division 
have received this day from Dr, Waldo Schmitt of the above 
Expedition on loan: 

5 of gear and lines 

6 tire floats* 



4th June,B958 

N.B, Flags and Poles given outright,' 




CiAj' lAA/lW 











SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


Hi£3 Eiccellency 

Tlie Ambassador 

Einbassy of The Netherlands 

Washington, D, C. 

dear Mr. Ambassadors 

Dr. Waldo La Salle Schmitt, Besearch Associate, 
Smithsonian Institution, has been assigned an official 
detail to conduct the Smithsonian-Bredin Caribbean 
Expedition II from about March 15 to May 7, 1958, During 
the course of this expedition he will visit the Netherlands 
West Indies^ including St, Martin, 

Special Passport No, 150792 has been issued to 
Dr. Schmitt bj the U. S, Department of State, Will you 
kindly provide the required visa for this official work 
in the Netherlands West Indies, 

Sincerely yours. 


Leonard Carmichael 
Secretary 



VAN HET KoNINKRIJK 

WASHINGTON 9, D. 


DER 

C. 


Nederlanden 


6 maart 1958 


Ik heb de eer hiermede bij Uwe Excellentie in te 
leiden Dr. Waldo La Salle Scbmitt, Research Associate, 
Smithsonian Institution te iVashington, D.C. , die 
gedurende de periods van omstreeks 1 5 maart tot 7 mei 
1958 een bezoek aan de Hederlandse Antillen zal brengen. 

Wat betreft het doel van het bezoek en andere 

* 

./. fDijzonderheden moge worden ver?/ezen naar bijlage dezes. 


De Ambassadeur, 



Zijner Jixcellentie 
de Gouverneur va,n de 
Nederlandse Antillen 
te WTLLLMSTaD, Curagao. 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


April 14, 1958 


AIR MA.IL 

Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 

o/o V. E. B. Nicholson & Sons 

P, 0. Box 103 

St. John* s 

Antigua, B. V/. I. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

Thank you for keeping us so well posted. I hope that someone 
has done better from this end than I have. Mrs. Black has been 
out, and we have neglected all but the urgent correspondence. 

Mrs. Schmitt has probably written that Mr. Oehser agreed to 
pay for the book. Miss McCain has been Ipyally putting your mail 
in your room everyday# I have looked it over from tisie to time^ 
and nothing looks to either of us as if it v/ould start smoking 
before your return# 

I fear that I may have "pulled one boner," however# Just be- 
fore your first letter arrived, a woman called to find out when 
you were due back# I understood her to say that she was calling 
for Dr# Setzler and wondered at the time why he was interested in 
your schedule# After your letter came, it dawned on me that she 
must have said "Dr# Sexton#” I told her that I did not know whai 
you would return but that probably it would not be until the second 
week in May# I am soriy# 

You can gloat over the fact that yesterday was the first day 
that the air fglt and smelled at all like spring# It is supposed 
to approach 70 today--the warmest day of the year# The baseball 
season will therefore open auspiciously, but the cherry blossoms 
are not out yet and they seem determined to set a record for tardi- 
ness# 


J 




British Ride 


PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad, 
Aug. 30 (AP) — To the beat of 
steel drums and the lilt of 
calypso lyrics, the isles of 

Trinidad and Tobago tonight 
danced off 165 years of Brit- 
ish rule. 

The midnight ceremony of 
lowering the Union Jack and 
hoisting the new nation’s red, 
black and white flag made 
way for Trinidad-Tobago to 
join as a full and free partner 
in the British Commonwealth. 

Queen Elizabeth’s aunt 
Mary, the Princess Royal, and 
representatives of 35 other 
countries, including the Unit- 
ed States, Cuba and the So- 
viet Union, were on hand for 
the gay ceremonies. 

The 830,000 multiracial is- 
landers, whose living stand- 
ards are high by Latin Ameri- 
can standards, put aside for 
the moment problems of rela- 
tions with other nations that 
already loom around the Car- 
ibbean horizon and beyond. 

The Prime Minister, Eric j 
Williams, Oxford - educated 
nationalist who led Trinidad 
and its small ward, Tobago, 
to independence, has pledged 
his lush Caribbean land would 
“remain unequivocally west 
of the Iron Curtain.” | 

Trinidad has prosperous | 
oil, sugar and rum industries! 
but the new nation starts out| 
with its budget of nearly $80 1 
million showing a deficit. It. 
must import 80 per cent of| 

its food. ! 

Williams, a 51-year-old eco-l 
nomist, has said he is seek-: 
ing money from the United | 
States, Britain and anyone' 
else willing to lend it. 

The Prime Minister has 
made plain his hopes of work- 
ing out new terms of the 
lease for the U. S. naval base 
at Chaguaramas, on the north- 
west coast of Trinidad. The 
base was acquired in the 
AVorld War II Roosevelt- 
Churchill destroyers-for-bases 
deal. 

Cuba’s Ambassador Guil- 
lerno Leon Antioch and Soviet 
Ambassador Seminon Bazarov 
from Mexico were among the 
special envoys who called on 
Williams. 

(Soviet Premier Nikita S. 
Khrushchev tonight an- 
nounced recognition of Trini- 
dad-Tobago and readiness to 
establish diplomatic relations, 
Tass reported). 



e in the gros^K^tional prod 
ear was 11 ^er ^cent, which 
nore than tkiree times that of 
call rate. / 

me from; tourists has '"been 
t a fanta/stic rate. The esti- 
at by 1970 Greece will get 
rists annually, 

less, a gap In the balance of 
persists and along with it a 
national budget. Greece has 
d resources and considerable 
ent and under-employment, 
Id be much more serious if it 
or the export of up to 80,000 
year to Western Europe. The 
ates contribution of $25,000,- 
has made up the difference 
years. Premier Constantine 
s has complained in several 
that this will necessitate a 
t in defense and, therefore, 
duction in Greece’s contribu- 
TO. 

'e another aim of current 
policy enters in. In part 
.merican efforts, Greece has 
e associated with the Euro- 
lon Market. The goal is to 
the Greek economy more 
th that of Western Europe 
y reduce Greek dependence 
iet bloc, which takes 23 per 
'eek exports, mostly in agri- 
oducts. A long-term loan of 
0 is being worked out by the 
Investment Bank, an arm of 
Ton I'darket, and a European 
11 is contemplating further 


way, Greece becomes an inte- 
of Europe, and Europe, picks 
er share of the cost of building 
Greek economy. Understand- 
ourse, it would be less bother 
if the dollars continued, and 
for reasons of domestic poli- 
manlis is protesting loudly. 

OBLEM in Iran is far more 
A feudal economy is only 
id reluctantly responding to 
ative of reform. The Shah is 
y cooperative and sulky, 
mier Ali Amini resigned re- 
blamed the United States for 
es. 

, Johnson shook hundreds of 
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ts are essential if the dollar 
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d program with a meat axe. 
do great damage all around, 
lligent pruning operation by 
with a realistic grasp of the 
and what it can and cannot 
h has been long overdue, 
now in progress and some of 
leaks being plugged, the bene- 
d be widespread , and not least 
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2 


I find myself thinking of you all frequently, but there is 
still no real emy in my thoughts# It v/ould be nice to be v^ith 
you, but the going to and fro is most unpleasant to contemplate. 

All good wishes for continued good weather and lots of shrimps. 
Please give our best to all our friends on the "Freelance”. 

Cordially, 


Fenner A. Chace, Jr. 

Curator 

Division of Marine Invertebrates 



Varadero Beach 

October 22, I 958 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

Your very excellent draft narrative of our ' 58 sprirg expedition 
came to hand in yesterda.y's mail. 

Rather than make any notes on the draft, which mi^t cause re- 
reading , I am enclosing herewith an attached sheet containing the very 
few remarks which I see f i t to make. 

Some of these remarks were already contained in ny recent letter 
which obviously crossed with yours. 

Thanks so much for the photos vvhich you kindly enclos ed and i^hich 
I am delighted to have. I hope Carl Shuster eventually sees his way to 
let me have a copy of the baske t star-fish picture which he took after 
the specimen collected, close to V. Gorda Sound, was adequately relaxed 
and stiffened to ^ood advantage. I can' t help but feel tha. t that black- 
tendrilled Medusa" must ha/ e showed off to good advantage against the 
white background of the specimen pan. Vihlch reminds me that I must 
send him some duplicates which I believe will interest him. 

Bruce, as you may know, was here over a lorg week-end - iGth to 
12th Oct. - but experienced most foul weather: coming, vtille here and 
leaving .... just one of those unfortunate rare occunences that hits this 
otherwise heavenly spot once in a 'coons age. From conversation with 
him I gather that Desmond will be along wl th us on the next trip. 

Bruce said something regarding how he vks giving thought to "enrolllrg" 
Desmond, inasmuch as he to uld not be skipper. No doubt some title such 
as "diving marine biologist" or something similar will serve to bring 
Des along once again. Just wouldn't seem right without him i 

If any more subterranean cave exploration is envisaged on the '59 
trip, perhaps a couple of underwater light outfi ts, such as featured in 
the attached clipping might be worthwhile. Desmond and I might use such 
equipment to good advantage in scooping up Crustacea with dip nets. 

At looks as though the advent of Abelardo's preserce here will 
be responsible for at last getting me to work and produce a check list 
of local mollusca. Have Just fini^ed packing a box of some 4o lots 
which will go out tomorrow to Tom McGlnty for identification. 

With all best wishes and heartiest congratulations for the fine 
narrative which I so enjoyed reading, I remain, as ever 


Most sincerely yours. 



V 



Notes on Dr. Schmitt's "Narrative of the 1958 Smithsonian- 
Bredin Caribbean Expedition" 


page 3) The scoop referred to as the "Weber scoop" was originally devised 


by Dr. Needham, of Cornell, for fresh water pond work. Adapted 
by Mr. Jay Weber, of Miami, Fla. for collectirg marine shells. 


page 11) The lady i/tao kindly Informed me of the Vasum collecting local- 


ity, was named Mrs. Allen (check spelling"). I believe she has 
a brother vho is curator of some brach of zoology at Stanford 
TJniisr., California. Desmond would know her full correct name 


page 11a) not off Redonda, but 2-1/2 miles off Charlestown, Nevis, 


Besides Murices also took large elongate specimen of 

Bursa ten uisculp ta D au tz . & F is cher in fairly good condition 

althou^ it was inhabitated by a hermit crab. 


page 15) first V. nuttingi seen. 


Off Charlestown, Nevis, not Redonda 


No Vasums were found on the E inside coast of Carlysle Bay, 
Antigua. The youth who appeared with the double hand -full (x) 
had apparently taken them outside the Bay on the E side. 

In other vsords, from the little I was able to observe, these 
shells vDDuld seem to prefer the outStde coastal waters. 

(x) 25 to 30 specimens 





kuo^Jeri C)eKc(, 



iraradero Beach 

August 23, 1958 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

I heard recently from Bruce and we were all most relieved 
to learn that his daughter’s accident was not as serious as it ml^t 
have been. 

Trust that you and lirs. Schmitt had a most enjoyable vacation 
after your return from the expedition, and look forwarh to hearing 
where you went and what you did. No doubt your hew camera must be 
fully mastered by nov/ and I’m sure you must have a fine set of ’photos. 

I hope you had luck with those which you took on the expedition. I 
was really quite satisfied with my own taken while on the ’’Freelance", 
considering the handicap of a new camera j there were several blanks hov/ever 
I line with Bmice’s letter, 1 am now sending' along those snapshots 
which you were interested in having. I thought the one I took of you 
and Desmond together could not have been better. I am sorry to report 
that the ■underwater pictures were a complete failure; I had a premonition 
that the water was too murky when they were taken. 

Carl Shuster sent along a copy of the Univ. of Delaware’s "Estuarine 
Bulletin", and I thought he high-spotted the trip very nicely in very 
little space. No doubt you have seen it. Carl tells me that the 
shelling picked up somewhat, after I had reluctantly to leave you all 
at Antigua. He did not say however what was taken, nor if the traps 
bore any fruit. , 

Finally got around to compiling a list of the Spanish proverbs. 

I have tried to include only those for which we do not seem to have 
English equivalents. Have sent a copy to Bruce and will also send 
one to each of the others. 

I am sorry to report that the Univ. of Havana has finally let 
all its faculty members go; for awhile they were retained at half salary. 


For a number of these men, 


this hardship was of no particular moment, 


as many of them, professional men, had well established careers. The 


hardest hit of course, were those dedicated to the natural sciences, 

such as our good friends Moreno, Aguayo and others. I expect that you 

may have heard of the wonderful thing that Messrs. Du Pont and Greene- 

the use of 

wait have done for Dr. Moreno. He is to be given/a house, close to my 
o?m, be paid a salary for a period of probably a year or longer, depend- 
ing on many circumstances, and undertake to study and catalogue the fauna 
of this peninsula of ours. I can’t think of a finer thing happending to 
a nic er person J I don’t know if you have met Moreno ’ s family, but they 
too are delightful people. V/e are most elated with this wonderful turn 
of events and of course will derive considerable pleasure from assisting 
him wherever, possible. 

I heard on the radio from Miami recently that the deep water fish- 
ermen are using a tin of sardines {with holes punched into it) to lure 
the big fellows to the lines. It seems that the strong smelling oil 
flowing out does the j'ob. This of course has brought to mind my shell 
traps, and also baiting a reef over night ;plac8d under a number of 
marked rocks. Will give it try soon and let you know how it xvorked. 

Presume that the small fish from the deep water of Matanzas, 
a sketch of which Bruce took back v/ith him recently, is not especially 
rare, and probabljr been taken often by the iYlldlife and Fish Commission 
people. If it should turn out to be worthwhile I would be very pleased 
to donate it to tJSNl£, otherwise Dr. Moreno would probably care to have it. 

It was indeed a treat to be v/lth you on the recent expedition, ray 
only regret was cutting short my time. It was an experience which I shall 
treasure for the rest of my life. 


With very kindest regards, in which Ruth joins most affectionately. 



Varadero 


March 13, 1958 


Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

Thank you so much for your two recent letters. 

It was very thoughtful of you to forward me the information 
regarding a means of communication from Antigua in case the nec- 
cesity should arise. Ruth is very pleased to have this of 
course, 

I have ;)ust completed my typhoid shots and will he vaccionat- 
ed tomorrow. Will have proper proof of this in the form of 
medical certificates. Also have my passport. 

Have all my equipment in readiness for packing now, and I 
don’t think it will weigh much. The heaviest piece is the Needham 
scoop and I was surprised to discover that it weighs 6 lbs. approx; 
thought it was heavier. 

I have made new reservations, now confirmed, to go to Porto 
Rico via Miami. It is not only cheaper but more comfortable than 
the Havana route. I leave Miami on the 20th via Pan American, 
flight #441 at 9:15 a.m. 

Sorry to have delayed answering your letters but I have been 
working like mad to get everything in order before leaving. Sick- 
ness in the office staff did not help either. I hope you get this 
before you leave. 

I was certainly most profuse in my thanks to Bruce wfoen he 
was so kind to invite me at Xanadu earlier this winter, I later 
wrote him thanking him for your narrative of the 1956 expedition 
which I was of course delighted to receive. This will give me an 
opportunity to memorize the names of a number of people who will 
be on the forthcoming trip. 

Am experiencing sleepless nights anticipating the pleasure of 
our forthcoming trip and just can*t wait till we all meet at St. 
Thomas before too long. 

With repeated thanks for all your kind ess and thoughtfulness 
which has been so helpful. 


Sincerely, 


varadero 


Sunday night 

Feb. 16, 1$8 

Dear Dr. Sohmitt; 

This letter should have gone out yesterday but I got rather 
involved with several visitors from Havana. 

Thanks so much for your your tw) last letters. 

Regarding the film. Am presently trying to fix a gasket on 
the luclte case that houses a camera using 127 film. If I can 
fix it I would prefer using it to the camera and case itiich uses 
620. I therefore thank you for your offer to take film along, but 
think that we can just let it ride until I see whether or not I 
can fix the orB first mentioned. I will acquire film for #iichever 
one I take and it will not amount to much. 

I have given considerable consideration to shipping gear and 
have finally decided that I can probably best take it along with 
me when I leave. What I intend to do is this; Take along the 
prepared tops and sides for two traps v/hich I can take along un- 
assembled; it wi 11 be a simple matter to wire them together on 
board with wire which I will take along. As regards floats, I 
have decided to take along two inner tubes which can be Inflated 
when I arrive at St. Thomas. The 4 lbs. of wel^t required for 
each trap can no doubt be picked up in any hardware store there in 
the form of several pieces of reinforcing rod. The Needham scoop 
dredge does not weigh more than 5 or 6 lbs. and that I can easily 
carry wl th a small bag containing other sundry small equipment. 

I find that I am allowed 66 lbs. weight so that should I gp some- 
vhat over, count ing all the impedimenta, it would probably not exceed 
by much what I would have paid anyway for sending some of the things 
ahead . 

The traps require a total of about 250 fathoms of #42 cotton 
fish line, i.e., for the t’flo traps. Do you suppose I could buy this 
at St. ThoriBS ? Otherwise I wl 11 pick it up here. 

I have made reservations, as yet unconfirmed, to leave Havana 
via Delta Airlines on March 20, which arrives the same day at San Juan 
Porto Rico. On the 22 in the morning I fly to St. Thomas in about 
half an hour, so that I wi 11 be there in plenty of time. I plan on 
looking up a doctor friend of mine vho lives there and pay my respects. 

Needless to say I will be foregoing the trip to Washington this 
year as I will not be able to take any more time off from work. It 
just happened to turn out that ny sister and her husbam could not 
be in Washington anyway this spring, as his work will take him to 
South America. We will therefore try to make it in '59 if all goes 
well. 

Note vhat you say about the various shots which I should have 
before leaving. Will duly attend to this. 


2 . 


I ’phoned a friend of mine tonight in Havana regarding the 
Passport and will hear in the morning regarding the information 
and photos I will need to take into Havana for this. I am on 
very good terms in Havana with the Consular Officers of both the 
Dutch and French governments so this should expedite the matter 
of visas which will presumably he required. I have never had one. 

Hope all your shipping plans work out satisfactorily. I can- 
not say offhand whether or not the Alcoa Runner touches at Havana, 
but can easily find out. 

I can't thank you enough for all your help and kindness. I 
just can't wait to meet up with all you fine people at our rendez- 
vous *. It all seems like a wonderful dream come true to me. 

Was pleased to see that Bill Clench thou^t sufficiently well 
of my collection specimens of the family Cymatild ae , to use seven 
specimens for the plates in the recent number of ^ohnsonia”. I 
had loaned him my entire collection of this group. As a result of 
this last nimiber, I received a request from Dr. Gunnar Thorson, of 
Copenhagen, for the loan of a particular specimen vhlcdi showed 
the nuclear whorls in perfect condition. He wanted to make comparison 
with some pelagic larval forms taken on a recent expedition made by 
his country. I of course took much pleasure in immediately comply- 
ing wi th the request. 

No news about another visit from Mr. du Pont. He has certain- 
ly not missed any good weather in Varadero however. This is the 
worst winter here that anyone can rementoer, but of course this 
coes for the entire southern part of the U. S. too. 

CD 

Ruth joins me in sending you our fondest wishes. 


Most sincerely 
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Varadero 


January 29, 1958 


Dear Dr. Schmitt': 


I cannot thank you enoxigh for your kind letter of recent date 
which outlines so clearly the activities which will encompass the 
forthcoming Smithsonian-Bredin Expedition to the Leeward Islands 
and which I have been priveleged to join. 


It will be possible for me to be with you for a period of three 
weeks, more or less, depending presumably upon what return arrange- 
ments I will be able to make from some central point that we will 
touch at. I will shortly make enquiries with the airlines on this 
although I will not be able to make any definite return reservations 
until I know the expedition’s itinerary. 


In line with your suggestion, I believe I will have shipped on 
ahead two shell traps, floats and the necessary line. Also 

the Needham scoop dredge; the latter could be useful in gathering 
Crustacea as well as mollusks. Don’t believe there would be much 
point in bringing along a dredge inasmuch as you mention that two 
will already have been sent down for the trip. Eacemask, flippers 
and snorkels will also go along, and in this connection I believe 
I will take a duplicate set with me among my personal belongings 
just in case anything should prevent the timely arrival of the 

heavy stuff. 

It is of course perfectly \inderstood that all material that I 
am able to collect will be the property of the USNM, and if the 
duplication is sufficient I will later acquire vdiatever can be 

spared. 


I do not have a good camera, but will take along a Brownie 
iiniiftrwflter one with which 1 have quite good luck at times. It uses 
XX or XXX 620 film. All pictures taken, if worthwhile, to become 
the property of the expedition also. 

Bunking up on the transome will be just fine; even the ship’s 
rigging would suit if my going on the trip depended on it J.’ Am a 
good sleeper anywhere. 

I suppose the gear which I am shipping ahead can be sent in > 
care of Captain Nicholson, mentioning the expedition name, etc. ( 



I can’t begin to tell you what a thrill this atoti® trip means 
to me. It is an opportunity of a lifetime, especially considering 
the fine group of men that will make up the party. 

care 

There is no need to send me the fare money, we can take/of 
that on the trip. 


Mr. Irenee left on the 25th after a short stay here. I am sorry 
to say that he did not have good weather for his altogether too short 

so j ourn . 

Thanks again for your fine letter and good wishes which we all 
heartily reciprocate. 


Most sincerely. 
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Cockroach with following data: 


Virgin G-orda, BVI 
Prickly pear Id. 
2S-III-1S5S 
ex dead agave 
J. P. 0. Clarke 


(Saussure) 
Hemiblahera hrunneri / 


Number of specimens with above data: 245 


According to published records, this species is 
known from Puerto Rico, Ct bra, Mona and St. Thomas 



The USM has had about a half - d -azen specimens, and, 
judging from published records, a dozen or so specime 
are about all that have existed in museums generally. 

The recent series contributes some new distributional 
information, data on bionomics, and provides an 
excellent lot of material for study of morphological 
variation, specimens for exchange, etc. The series 
includes a good many nymphs (immatures) , which had 
been practically lacking before. 


Oct. i:",, 1958 




ST. THOMAS, VIRGIN ISLANDS, U.S.A. 


June 10, 1958 


Dr. Waldo Schmidt 
U, S. National Museum 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Schmidt J 

This is just a little note to tell you how very much we 
enjoyed having you stay with us during March. All of you 
who have visited with us since we opened Yacht Haven 
have certainly helped make our first year a most pleasant 
one, and to all of you we say, "many, many thanks". 

From time to time, we will be in touch with you again, and 
will report to you on the developments at Yacht Haven. We 
have many plans for the future, which we are anxious to 
share with you. 

We will be happy to hear from you at any time, and sincerely 
hope that you will return soon for another visit with us. 

The Yacht Haven Staff joins with me in sending you our very 
best wishes. 


Cordially, 


YACHT HAVEN COTTAGE RESORT 


Harry B. Howe 
General Manager 
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V. E. B. NICHOLSON & SONS 


TRAVEL SERVICE 


YACHT CHARTER SPECIALISTS 


COWDR. V. E. B. NICHOLSON, O.B.E., R.N, 
D. V. NICHOLSON 
R. A. NICHOLSON 


P. O, BOX 103 
St. John*s, 
Antigua, B.W.l 


CABLE ADDRESS 
TRAVEL— ANTIGUA 


9th June, 1958 


Dr. Waldo Schmitt, 

The Smithsonian institution 
united States National Museum 
Washington 25 
D. G. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt, 

Thank you for your letter. I would like to 
acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of your 
draft to the amount of I30..00 US which settles 
the account in connection with the hotel accommo- 
dation in St. Thomas. I*m sorry we had to hothei? 
you with it, hut I am glad to have it all cleared 
up-, 

I guess you will by now have received my last 
letter of the 3rd, with the good news about the 
shipment of the boxes. Never a dull moment in the 
West indiesi Things never seem to happen according 
to schedule, but at least they happen eventually, 

I enclose the receipt for the charges we paid, in 
case you need it for anything. The account is 
dealt with in the letter, 

I also enclose the receipt from Ralph - I hope 
it is sufficient. I read him your letter, and I 
think he understands all about the care of it, etc. 

He will probably be writing you about it all some- 
time; anyway, he plans to keep careful data accounts 
for you. 

\ 

The biggest news I have to tell you is that 
the FREELANCE has been sold - to some friends of ours 
who have chartered with us and who are building a 
house at the Mill Reef Club, They plan to leave it 
with us for charter, and use it themselves in the 
off-season. It seems a wonderful arrangement, and 
we are all delighted. 

There is a Yacht from Australia in, and I have 
asked them about possible ships for your next Exped- 
ition, Nothing as yet, but I’ll let you know if we 
hear of any possibilities. 


r 


Yours as ever,. 


■\ 


^ f 



V. E. B. NICHOLSON & SONS 

TRAVEL SERVICE 
YACHT CHARTER SPECIALISTS 


COMDR. V. E. B. NICHOLSON, O.B.E., R.N. 
D. V. NICHOLSON 
R. A. NICHOLSON 


P. O. BOX 103 
St, John's, 
Antigua, B.WJ 


21st June, 1958 


Dr, Waldo Schmitt 
The Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museixm 
Washington 25 

D, 0. 


CABLE ADDRESS 
TRAVEL— ANTIGUA 


IBCMBCie 



Dear Dr, Schmitt, 

Thank you very much for sending us the |ir,00 
V7hich should no\ir make us all square, I" hope you 
have received the collection by now, and I trust it 
was all in good order, 

I am glad you enjoyed my photos, I will 
print a few more small ones for you. I say “few”, 
as only a few came out. I think I told you I had 
ortho chromatic film in my camera, and I didn't 
realise it, so vrith a filter on, little came out. 
Therefore, it won't be much of a job to do all my 
prints for you to cho'se from, and I will be very 
pleased to do this, shall also be very glad to 
see your duplicates when they are done. 

We received the 50 reprints of the '56 trip, 
and have given out quite a few already. Thanks 
very much for them. We ou^t to be able to use 
the 20 others you say you are sending, as well, so 
tha3fili you for those too. It is good of you to 
send us the "rattle and markers”, and we look for- 
ward to having them, 

I have written to a yachting magazine in 
Australia to find out about yacht chartering firms 
there. Then I will get in correspondence with U,S, 
references to find out what the ships are like, if 
we hear of anything that sotmds likely. If sat- 
isfied, we would like to do some client swapping 
with the Australian firm, so if any good comes of 
this, I'd be pleased to let you know of any de- 
velopment for your Barrier plans. 

Again, thank you for everything. I, too, 
hope you \irill one day be able to come back on the 
FRSELANGE again, and I hope it won't be long before 
I see you again. 


Yours as ever. 




V- 




V. E. B. NICHOLSON & SONS 

TRAVEL SERVICE 
YACHT CHARTER SPECIALISTS 



COMDR. V. E. B. NICHOLSON, O.B.E., R.N. 
D. V. NICHOLSON 
R. A. NICHOLSON 


P. O. BOX 103 
St. John's, 

Antigua, B.W.I 

3rd Jiine, 1958 


Dr, Waldo Schmitt 
The Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25 

D. G, 


CABLE ADDRESS 
TRAVEL—ANTIGUA 





Dear Dr. Schmitt, 

r am certainly glad to bo abje to write 
this letter, and I hope it will be a pleasant 
suiT)rise to you after my last one. 

Yesterday, we were informed that a ship 
bound for the U, S, was coming in in half an 
hour’fe time, IHie Agents here had special in- 
structions to notify us, so the Trinidad com- 
pany must have received my letter of complaint I 
Anyway, I immediately sent a truck to the Dock- 
yard for the boxes, and I am glad to say that 
this time they made it safely aboard. The 
ship sailed an hour ago, and we have sent off 
the bill of lading the the Agent in New York, 

I don’t know just when the ship is one to 
arrive, but at least the things are under way. 

There are a few extra charges: 

Tini eking charge from Dockyard 

less |6 charged you already , . |8,00 BWI 
Agents fee, documentation, lifter- 

age and porterage 9,55 

TOTAL IT. 53 BWI 

|17.53 is equal to $10.44 US, so if you could 
forward this amount whenever it is convenient, 
that should get us all squared away, 

I am sending you, under separate cover, some 
of the prints I made from the photographs I took 
on the trip. As I : told you, I was very disap- 
pointed in my negatives this time, but I hope 
these will be of some interest to you, T look 
forward to seeing yours, and the write-up of 
the expedition when it comes out. 

Yours as ever, 
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V. E. B. NICHOLSON & SONS 


TRAVEL SERVICE 
YACHT CHARTER SPECIALISTS 


COWDR, V. E. B. NSCHOLSON, O.B.E., R.N 
D. V. NICHOLSON 
R. A. NICHOLSON 

Dr, Waldo Schmitt 

The Saithsonian Institution . 

United States National Musem 
Washington 25 
D. 0. 

Dear Dr, Schmitt, 

A very bad thing happened this weekend. The 
Booth Shipping Line only gave their 'agents here 
1 ^ hours notice of the arrival of their ship to 
New leork, and it only remained in Antigua half 
a day - a Holiday, at that. It got in two days 
earlier than expected, so the boxes did not make 
it aboard. There is no Warehouse in town where 
the boxes can be stored to await shipment;, and 
it was impossible to get them transported from 
the Dockyard in time due to the fact of its being 
Whit- weekend. In fact, I didn't even know 
about the ship being here until it had left, as 
the communication system pretty well took a 
holiday tooi 

It was all a very unfortunate combination 
of clrciimstances, and I am terribly sorry that 
it happened, I do hope it will not inconvenience 
you a great deal. The faulty seems mainly to lie, 
with the shipping' company that should have in- 
formed the Agency here of the changed schedule 
of the ship, so I have written them, I trust 
we will be able to get them safely on the next 
ship, which will call in about three weeks. 

If you wanted to have your say as well, the 
address of the shipping agents is; Booth. American 
Shipping Corp,; . -17 Battery Place, New -York 4, NiY, 
The ch I Af agents for this area, whom I wirote, are 
William Kennedy & Co, Ltd. 38 Marine Square, Port- 
of-Spain, Trinidad, 

I sincerely apologize for this having happened, 
and I hope the specimens will be alright without 
thiel* change of preservative, I considered having 
the lot sent by Air, but this would cost around 
I 500, 00 - much more than the shipping, 

I have done a few black and white prints of 
the Expedition, but several of my films didn't 


P. O. BOX 103 
St. John's, 

Anti gua , B.WJ. 


28th May, 1958 


CABLE ADDREbB 
TRAVEL -ANTIGUA 






come out, as I was using an ortho chromatic film 
with a filter, which doesn't worki 

Ralph is always away fishing, so we haven *‘t 
gotten together to do the Receipt for the Long 
Line as yet, hut I will see that it is done as 
soon as possihle. It does seem difficult to 
get things done in this part of the world, and 
it must seem hopelessly inefficient to you, L 
don't think this Antlgua-itis would ever catch 
you, thougji* 


Yours as ever. 



V. E. B. NICHOLSON & SONS 
TRAVEL SERVICE 


YACHT CHARTER SPECIALISTS 


COMDR. V. E. E. NJCHOLSON, O.E.E., R.N 
D. V. NICHOLSON 
R. A. NICHOLSON 


P. O. BOX 103 
St. John's, 

Antigua, B.WJ'. 

16th ifey, 1958 


CABLE ADDRESS 
TRAVEL- ANTiGU A 





Dr, Waldo Schmitt 
The aaithsonian Institution 
united States National I^usetun 
Washington 25 

D. C, 

Dear Dr. Schmitt, 

Kiank you for your two letters of the 8th, That 
is vronderful about your leaving the Long Line here for 
Ralph, and Ii am sure he will be very pleased, I have 
not been able to talk to him about it yet, as he has 
gone for a trip to Barbuda. However, he should be back 
this \ireekend, and I plan to get in touch with him as 
soon as I can, I do hope this venture will be a sucess, 
both for him and for you, in the way of Information he 
can provide you. 

When Ralph and i: get together, we vri.ll draw up: 
a receipt together for all the equipment, and Ir will 
foi*ward this on to you. As for the rest of the equip- 
ment listed as 17 items in your letter; I plan to get 
this on the ship leaving about the 28th of this month, 
and will address it as you directed; ®ie exact sailing 
date of the ship is still indefinite, but we should 
knov7 about it before too long^ 

r wrote to Mr, Wilson, the Travel Agent who arranged 
your lodging in St, Thomas, and received the enclosed 
letter, I? wonder if you could check your bills again, 
and if the credit is not shown as he states, then we will 
have to get in touch with him again^ If it is, perhaps 
you would be so kind as to get the Institution to for- 
ward V.E.B, Nicholson & Sons a cheque for |30.00, 

It certainly is good of you to think of sending us 
a baby's rattle and the marking pencils, and I am sure 
we will have no trouble as far as the Customs goes. We 
will let you knov; about the yoiaigest Nicholson as soon 
as it arrives, but no matter what it is - girl or boy - 
I am sure it will be delighted to have your rattle i 

My wife was very disappointed not to have the chance 
to meet you, but I am sure we will all have the chance 
to get together sometime, whether it be down here again 
or there in the States, I want to thank you again for 
giving me the opportunity to participate in such a won- 
derful expedition. Knowing and working with you and the 
rest of the group is an experience I shall never forget, 

Ydurs as ever, 

. Xv' 
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7 th Mei3r, 1058 


Dr. D’aldo Sclmitt- ' 

The Smithsonian Institution 
United States Hationa,! Museum 
‘Je'.shiiiGton 25 

D. C. 

Dear Dr. Sclimitt, 
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CABLE ADDRESS 

travel-antigua 


Dr. Waldo Schmitt 
Tne Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Iluseum 
Washington 25 

D. 


rt 
w « 


Dear Dr, Scmiitt 


This is just a quick note to tell you 
that ue have gotten reservations for you in- 
St, Thomas for the two nights of March 22nd 
;snd 23rd, . These are at a new hotel, which 
I do not Imov;, called the Yacht Haven Cottage 
Resort. 


They have reserved three double rooms, 
'.fhicli is the best they could do, and vdiich I 
hope vdll be alright. The cost is 022 ner 


'If 


double room, Ihiropean Plan, and we have sent 
then a deposit of fpO.OO so that they will be 
sure to hold them for you. It should be 
quite convenient to the yacht a,nvvray. 


I thinii I hcive told you that I will not 
be in St. Thomas when you arrive, but will be 
arriving on the 24th at 3:05 lom (3WIA 032). 

The skipper of the FESSLIWICS, Ian . Spencer, i;lll 
be c.board the ship, said will help you get jT'our 
gear shDoa,rd said vrhatover else you need. 


We had to les.ve two carboys of Alchohol 


in the Dockysird in Antigua,, a.s there was not 
room to stow them s,ll aboe,rd. However, we will 
be able to pick them up part-way through the 
trio. 


Th3,t is marvelous that you have been 
Svble to get a,. 6 volt bshitery powered aerator 
I can*t wa,lt to try it out. I ha,ve been long 
ing to get an aquarium started, 
tiiajilc 3 ^ou enourrh for a,ll the trouble vou have 
tahen. 


I r* "'■> 1 n 1 '.o a' 

C-’y- d. Ly V-y i. a a., 

from today. 


'orv;ard to seeing you 




■'.reek 


TT 


lours as ever. 


MtMBrR 









COWDR. V. E. B. NICHOLSON, O.B.E., R.N. 
D. V. NICHOLSON 
R. A. NICHOLSON 


V. E. B. NICHOLSON & SONS 
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» -i « St 



Dr. Waldo Sclimitt 
The S-nltbsonla,n Institution 
United States Uatioiml Museum 
Washington 25 

D, G. 

Dear Dr, Sclimitt, 

Meny thanl^s for yout letter of the 25th of February, 

I 8in gla,d you would like me to get you the alcohol. I will 
bring the equivalent of 65 Imperial Gallons. You may pe,y 
the firm vfien you arrive in ibitigua, Vfe will have the bill 
out to our naiTie. 


We cauinot get the reservations at the lo29 House for 
you, but we have written to a, travel agent friend in St, 

Thomas who v/ill hunt out the best s.nd most suitable lodgi 
for your party. Leave this up to us. 

That is fine about Mr. Finley being able to bring his 
gear on the pla,ne with him. It will be much easier in the 
end. My mother is so looking forxrard to meeting him and 
shovring him her collection of molluscs. 

I am sorr 3 '' Mr, Halstes-d vrill not be able to come. It 
reall 3 r vrould be something to ha,ve the poison question 
Kenneth Potter took that Couvalli vre caught on our way ba,ck 
from Barbuda home, and it raa,de liis wife ill. Of course, there 
hg.ve been other cases since you were here and on one of our 
3 '’achts. too. Furthermore, even if one part of a fish is 


settled. 


poisonous, it does not necessarily mean that the other part 
is as well. That's wlnr the locals think the loarasite is to 
blame. It seems to me that the contents of the cat's stom- 
ach should be kept for analysis, as that might give a clue, 

I will not be able to brinm: cjnir 3 'oung cats on tl-e ch^ar- 
tor ut:) to St. Tliom-as, but I should thirLk we could ret hold 
of some there. I feel sure could get food for them there 
3 ,s v.'Oll, or we can give them sardines, vfiich are ver 3 ^ cheap, 
I am fl 3 ring to St. Thomas on ■■Ionda 3 r the 24th of Ilai’ch, and 
the present skipper returniii"’ the da\7 after, so he v;lll be 
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substitute in St. Thomas, or v;e may yet some in Tortola, 

I ’.fill try to yet the bottles of liqueurs put aboard vflien 
the ship stops in at St. Barts, as it ’.fill be verj' cheap 
there. It is a,lso chea.p in St. Tliomas, sd 8 .nything the’r 
couldn’t get, we could get there before sailing. ■ 


¥e can get Cana.dlan Bourbon here in Antigua, so I will 
have a couple of bottles aboard. However, vfe can probably 
get American Bourbon in St, Thome^s - at Free Port prices, too. 
Most vfhiskey in the British Islands is Scotch. 


or for 




It is good of you to enquire a,bout the aerat 
and I am sorry if it has caused you anj'’ trouble. The idea 
of e. ’find generator sounds interesting - perhaps I could 
build a, small one to go on oui*- roof, just enough to run the 
aerntor. ¥e couldn’t her/e television any ’way,’ 


’Will not be long novf 
and then sets out 


I am so looking fonfa.rd to seeing you again, and it 

FHSSLAl'IGB comes in in. a fe’w da,3?-s 
or St. Thomas, so I w’ill be getting all 
the things aboard her this ’week. I will let you knovf as 
soon as wo liea.r an3'’thlng about the accommodations in St, 
Thomas. In the meantime, very best to you. 


Yours 


f . ’ -V 
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COMDR. V. E. B. NICHOLSON, O.B.E., R.N. 
D. V. NICHOLSON 
R. A. NICHOLSON 


V. E. B. NICHOLSON & SONS 

TRAVEL SERVICE 
YACHT CHARTER ^SPECIALISTS 

P. O. BOX 103 
St. John's, 

Antigua, 


20th Fehruar3'-, 19 


CABLE ADDRESS 
TRAVEL— ANTIGUA 


Dr. Waldo Schmitt 
The Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Muse\mi 
Washington 25 

D. 0. 

Dear Dr, Sclmnltt, 


Many thaiilcs for 3''our interesting letter. It is Yerj 
kind of you to go to the trouble of looking for an aerator 
forme, and I certainly appreciate it. 

The current in my house is 110 volt AC, but it cOmes 
from my ovn generator, and is on only from dusk till bed- 
time, being direct drive. That maJces things rather dif- 
ficult, ^’fnat I lad in mind uas an aerator that vrorks 
off a dry cell. Unless there is such a device on the mar- 
ket , 


please do not worry any more about it 




Your next question is about alchohol, I am delighted 
to be able to tell you that 97.24^ (by weight) alchohol 
is available on the Island, and it would be possible to 
obtain about 70 gallons. The cost is fl,47 US per gallon, 

I do not know how this comoares with the.U. S. orices. 

This price is tax free - I spoke to the Customs Officials 
and the3r promised to let us ha,ve it duty free since it is 
going av/ay on a ship, I will order 65 gallons for 3'ou 
unless you let me know otherwise, and will pay a deposit 
on the containers as well, which is refundable \-/hen the3’' 
are returned, I can have this on board the FREELANCE vrhen 
3/0U join her in St, Thomas, as she has plenty of storage 
space, and will be in Antigua two weeks before your cruise. 

We iiave v?ritten to the 1329 House in St. Thomas, re- 
questing reservations for a part3'' of five or six for the 
two nights of March 22nd and 23rd, If you can let us knov; 
as soon as 3’'ou know exactly how many will be sta3'^lng 
there for each of the two nights, it would be a help to 
them to knov/, I hope to have confirnation on this by my 
next letter. 


be : 


I thinic the address for Finla3'' and impedimenta should 
c/o Smithsonian Bredin Expedition, Yacht FREhL/u'CS, 


Yacht Haven, St. 


Thomas, 


U.S.y.I. (due 22nd - 24th March). 


ItLCMKIi; 


I am glad you are bringing the 12 V sealed beam 
light, I v;ould like to tr3^ lowering it to the greatest 
possible depth v;ith a hcop net attached underneath, leaving 




it 15 minutes or so, and then quickly pulling it upward 

v;lth, I hope, all sorts of v/eird beasts of the deep, 

* -■ ■ 

JL > . -•Vi 

There is one matter of buslness‘ which I am sorr 3 r to 
have to bring up, but which I v/onder if you c.ould dis- 
cuss with your 'financial managers. ^ My joinir.g the FREE- 
LMCS for this ^ trip involves me flying from Antigua to 
St. Thomad, and the preseht .captain of the ship flying 
ba,ck. \Ie, wonder if it would be. possible for the Smith- 
sonian to bear the expense of this flight ('a matter of some 
|6l,00 US)? I' should like to pffer to pay for it myself, 
but I have -just built a house, ‘ and am in no position to 
do so, I am ..afraid, I hope you don't mind ,us asking you 
this, but I should like to kno\'; v;hat you feel on the matter 

, -r. •» 

Looking forward to hearing from you again on the 
a,lc ’-oholic matters... . - -h: , 


.'f . 

Yours as " ever j 


/ 


V. E. B. NICHOLSON & SONS 


Cu rreh 


TRAVEL SERVICE 





YACHT CHARTER SPECIALISTS 


COMDR. V. E. B, NICHOLSON, O.B.E., R.N. 
D, V. NICHOLSON 
R. A. NICHOLSON 


F. O. BOX 103 
Sf. John's 
A ntigua, B. M^./. 


CABLE ADDRESS 
TRAVEL--AN.TIGOA 


30th 1958 


Dr, h’^nldo Schraitt 
Th? Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museum 
Uashinp:ton 28 
D, G. 

Dear Dr, Sohmitt, 

f’ 

Mary thanlrs for 3 rour I'^tter o-f* Jon, l8t>>, T 
nleared to hear further of vour ■ol'^ns, 

T am interested to hear of the se^’led be-^m head- 
lljdit you used in Tahiti. It would be good to try it 
here and compare results with our other method. I t>inh 
it v7ou,ld be best to bring the 12 V one, but it doesn’t 
really matter,, as we haye both 12 V and 6 V, 

Yes^ I still have the tub, and will buy •'’n other 
tv7o to nestle Inside, I will send them toceth'^r with 
the old, rather bent dredge on the PREYLANGE so th^-t 
they vfill be aboard when you get to St, Thomas. T think 
the dre'ige is in p;ood enough C'^nditon, ¥e got yood re- 
sults over the Saba Bank, and I believe it was f^ir^y 
bent then, 

I' aflli also buy you thr°''=> or four snorkels, but 
T think I might lust as well get them in St. Thomas 
vd.th you, as the selection is much better there. The 
tub's wo'jld be best bought in Antigua, 

I t>ink the idea of long -lining is fine, •^rd I know, 
my crew win en, 1 o 3 '- using snd working on it, ‘'"fhat a 
pi+y Kennet Potter vrlii not be there] He is novf shiver- 
ing in England where he this f«ll, supnosedly 

eamina more money. However*, do not be disanrointed, 
for ■'■'•e have quite a ch^'^^cter abo^^rd now - alno n verv 

good cook. ‘ • 

» 

Donald Jackson and Smitn are still aboard, Thomas 
’•'ent to En.g^ and too, but , my fa.ther .accidental In'" met 
him in a resta,urant ''nd puvs’iaded him to be a steward 
on one o'^ our new yachts th^t was .iust on its vr'^.y out 
here] He is still steward on that yacht., ard we mav 
see him later on in oiir cruise, 

I wonder i"** you would have time to look ^ 
sa’al’’ aerater -Cor my •'qu.'’rlum, and if this wo’d d be too 





v' * 


/ 


The only thing; is, we don't have AC mains to our house 
I vronder if it is possible to get them working off a, 
dry cell. T find sea,-water aquarium-keeping ver;r dif- 
ficult on ton of the hill X'/here I live, Un to now, I 
have only done freshwater keeping, It'fe very dull com 
pared with the sea. 

V7e look forward to arranging any of the Travel 
if needed, and the hotel arrangements when vou know 
your plans, 

I can't wait to get on the FREEI.,ANCE again! 


yours , 
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V. E. B. NICH01.S0N & SONS 


TRAVEL SERVICE 
YACBT CHARTER SPECIALISTS 


COMDR. V. E. B. NICHOLSON, O.B.E., R.N 
D. V. NICHOLSON 
R. A. NICHOLSON 

Dr. Waldo Schmitt 
The Smithsonian Institution 
Uniter! States National Musetim 
Washington 25 
D. C, 

Dear Dr« Schmitt, 

Many thanks for yorir letter of Ghrlstnas day. It was 
especially good to have the news coming from you on that .loy- 
ous day, though I am sorry the 'flu was in the family, I 
hone the'”’ are all well by now, 

I spent Christmas on the FREELANCE, deep down in the 
Dry Dock in Martinique, ¥e too had a West Indian version 
of the *flu at the time, though it wasn't too bad. The on^'y 
trouble was that I couldn't taste my Chri3tma,s fare very welli 
Otherwlae we had a pleasant time, and it ■was nice to be on 
th© good old PPFEr.ANCE attain , 

Yes, it would indeed be wonderfiil if we could get to- 
gether and discuss the itinerary# I think it is quite a good 
idea to make a second circuit, a,e long as we get no more to 
leeward than Saba on the second time around. Continuous 
beating to windward car be a trial to all (including the ship), 
so I suggest we do not go back to the Virgin Islands again 
a second time, I thinlc it would be wise for Mr. Bredin to ex- 
tend his time on board to thr*ee weeks if possible, as there 
is no part of the area, as far as I can see, that he can miss, 

I do not think we can come to any hard and fast itinerary 
until v;e see each other. We could have an open air ticket 
aboard and make seat reservations by radio when we have dis- 
cussed and decided the itlnera.ry. You are right; flights may 
be made from St, Kitts (KLM, BflA) , St, Martin (AF), Montserrat 
and Anguilla (LIAT), Mr, Bredin really should not be stuck 
in any way, and reservations are fairly easy in April, 

We are interested to hear you may be coming on the S,8, 
Homeric, Much as I should like to, I do not think we can ac- 
commodate the party aboard FEIEELANCE before the charter starts. 
There are three days between the end of the previous charter 
and the start of yours, and these ai^e vital to the Buces% of 
your trip for clearing up, laundering and rest. Also, in this 
case, I do not think I vrlll be board, as I am flylrg to St, 
Thomas to meet you sometime around the 23rd. 

A good, moderately fjriced hotel in town is the 1829 House, 
and we shall be glad to make the necessary arrangemerts for 


P. O. BOX 103 
St. John's 
Antigua, B.W.I. 


3rd January, 1958 


CABLE ADDRESS 
TRAVEL--ANTIGUA 


you when decisions have been made. It is one of the most 
pleasant of the small hotels, run with ’home from home’ 
feeling by a charming person. As you suggest, we can make 
your return reservations later. That will be quite in order^. 

We got the galley painted after your cruise, and it has 
just been redone again, so I hope that part of the ship will 
be alright this time, 

I; hope I will be able to introduce my wife to you some- 
time during your time in this area. She will be away at her 
sister’s wedding for most of that time, but may be back in 
Antigua towards the end of the cruise. 

Do find out all you can about the ’’fish poisoning” around 
Redonda and other areas before you come down, I foresee we 
shall be poison fishing around Redonda whilst Dr, Clarke is 
trudging around the not so gentle slopes of this rock. How 
can we test whether they are poison or not? We may be quite 
hungryj Will we have to boil the fish with a silver spoon, 
or have a live rooster along, .,,,,? 

Many, many thanks for the write-up of the last exped- 
ition, I only returned from the docking cnxise day before 
yesterday, so have not yet had time to read it suid to relive 
the wonderful time we had together, I am longing for the 
next one to comei 

Wo still have the large galvanized tub from the last 
trip, as well as various other things, but I shall wait un- 
til hearing from you on this subject before going into it 
any further. Please let me know if there is anything I 
can do in the way of preparation from this end. 

Again, thank you for your letter. Very best wishes 
to you for the Hew Year; I look forward to seeing you again 
in March, 

Yburs as ever. 


i ■" 


SoTexaber 1 ^, 1957 


VIA A3S HAIX, 

Mx’, D®352£>33i!i V. Hlcholsos 
V. E* B. aic^oison & Soaas 
Travel Service 
P.O. Box 103 

St» Jcto’s, Aatiiigua, B.W.I. 

Bear I'lr. Hidxoisoas 

Xoisr letter of Ifovesiber 6, 1957j is ao3t ’wreleosae as it 
toiags 23Q oiir a>py of tiie coE^leted diarter form witli the definite 
dates during ’vshieh tl^ "Freelance” wHl ho available to our forth- 
corjiag 1953 SEdthsoa3.aa-Bredin ISxpeditioa, saidsi^it Mar-^ Sky 1957 
throu^i l-lay 5# 1957# l«it laors especialljr tecsase you tell m that^ 
barring quite uaforsaen circui^tances^ you vili skipper tia® 

" Freelance” for th© duration of the craiae. 

I am wll a^nre of your laany surd heipfu.1 personal constribations 
to the success of our previous Carihbeaa expedition and can therefcre 
look forward \fith. utmst ©oafideace to equally gratifying results 
this tiBje. Dr. Schxaitt viil he witlng you in further detail regarding 
plans as theo© develop, personnel and equijn®at as x«»sll as hotel 
reoermtions at your end, and indeed air travel unless the party shoiild 
go with the vessel that wi.Ii have to transport the collecting ©ear. 

Sincerely yours. 


Leonard Carmichael 
Secretory 


cc: 


Dr. Kellogg 
Di’. Schmitt 
SI Piles 
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V. E. B. NICHOLSON & SONS 

TRAVEL SERVICE 
YACHT CHARTER SPECIALISTS 


\ 


CCMDR. V. E. B. NICHOLSON, O.B.E., R.N. 
D. V. NICHOLSON 
B. A. NICHOLSON 


P. O. BOX 103 
St. John's, 

A ntigua, B. W.I. 


CABLE ADDRESS 
TRAVEL-'ANTIGUA 


Dr, Fenner A. Cliace, Jr., 


Sept 14th 1957 


Curator 

Div. of Marine Invertebrates, 
Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Dr. Chace, 


Many thanks for your letter of September 10th, 


It Has good to hoar from you again personally and to hoar you 
may be coming tdth us again next;, year. 


Since I nrote to Dr, Schmiitt last there has 


boon a change in the ending date of the Froelanceb previous 
cruise. Do you mind if your cruise is moved forward four days? 
We have had to do this for most of the ship’s schedule, I do ■ 


hope this v/ill not inconvenience the e>g)edition at all 


As you suggest I enclose a charter agreement 


form Y 7 hich may be signed after Dr Schmitt returns and if ^he 
aeroos to the nev; dates and price. If he could return this 


along v;ith the deposit then we will send another with our sig- 
nattn-’e which will act as a receipt to your money. 


Vie still have the old dredge in the Galley and 


v;ill put it on the Freelance later. It is a bit bent if you 


remember. We also have one of the large tubs, which we will 
be able to use again. 


Yes, I do remember you saying you would prefer 


to stay back at the office, and not go collecting. I hope for 
yoiir sake that someone else will be able to' come along! On the 
other hand I hope you come, as it ATOuJLd be good to have you 
v/ith us again. 


I hope Dr. Schmitt is having a good trip out 


/est, we arc looking forYvard to hearing from him vrhen he 

^ __ ^ m ^ m i 


V 


retiwns. My very best wishes to you. 


Vcig’’ sincerely. 




A 


Sopt ember 10, 1957 


AIR MIL 

Mr* D* V* Nioholsodx 
P. 0, Box 103 
St* John's 
Antigua* B* W* I* 

Dear Desmond t 

Your letter of September 3 to Dr* Sohmitt has just arrived* Al- 
though I hesitate to close the deal for the FREELAICE trip in his ab- 
sence* I feel sure that Dr* Schmitt will be satisfied with the airange- 
ments and charter fee cited in your letter* 

If I recall correctly* you drew up a contract with the Smithsonian 
Institution to cover the previous charter* If that is your procedure, 

I think that it is safe to ask you to prepare such a contract for the 
forthcoming expedition* granting the use of the FREELANCE at #1(X)0 per 
week for six weeks starting from St* Thomas on March 21* 1958* It 
would be best to send any such contract to Dr* Schmitt so that he can 
forward it through the appropriate ch6umels here* iie will be back in 
Washington about the 21st of this month* If it is not your practice 
to draw up a contract of this nature* please let Dr* Sdimitt know the 
amount of the required dovm payaont, and I am sure that he will attend 
to it soon after his return* 

In soma ways* I would like to be going with you again, but you 
probably remember tty almost smseless aversion to travel* As expedi- 
tions go* oei*tainly none could be less painful to a landlubber like 
me than another one on the FREELAtiCE, but I prefer to remain in my 
narrow little rut if at all possible* I hope, for the sake of those 
that make up the party, that y<wi can go along | the expedition could 
not be as pleasant or profitable under any other captain* 

Please give my kindest regards to your mother and father and all 
the rest* You will just have to stop In Washington on your next trip 
to the States* 


Sincerely* 


Fennex' xi* v/xiace* Jr* 

Curator 

Division of Marine Invertebrates 



Fx'iChaceialb 

cot Dr* Sohmitt w/orig* letter 



V. E. B. NICHOLSON & SONS 


TRAVEL SERVICE 
YACHT CHARTER SPECIALISTS 

P. O. BOX 103 
St. John's, 

CCMDR. V. E. B. NICHOLSON, O.B.E., R.N. AntlgUa, B.W.I, CABLE ADDRESS 

D. V. NICHOLSON TR AVEL---ANTIGUA 

B. A, NICHOLSON 

3rd September, 1957 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
Tlie Smithsonian Institution 
Untied States National Museum 
Washington 25 

D.C. - " . 

Dear Dr^ Schmitt, 

We \'jQve very pleased to have your letter of August 
27th. I am” glad the dates are suitable to you, but re- 
gret that those tv.'-o snags, exist. 

With regard to the .first: we think mq could lower 
the price to the round figure of §1000 per vreek since 
you will be taking the FRESLAlvCE for six weeks. I hope 
very much that this will be more accepta,ble to you. 

I really do not thinlt the person presently interested 
in the FREELANCE will buy. This means \ie will still have 
our present skipper aboard, so that it would be easier 
for me to take over for your cruise if everything works, 
out so that I call’ go. 

"’l should love to be able to do. .some collecting again, 
as'I'^am so interested in marine biology (especially after 
your last trip). Also, by that time I vrill be longing to 
get to sea again! I do not think it would be feasible to 
put a stipulation in the charter agreement about me going, 
but you may be sure that I will be there unless something 
comes in the vfay to^make it impossible. One .thing;,, as 
the cruise starts in St, Thomas, .1. .shall have -to -figure 
out some vray tO' join .the ship. We will see v/hat happops, 
but I cmi tell you I am very keen to come. 

In the meantime, we anxiously await the final answer, 
and of course are keeping the FREELANCE reserved for you. 


Yours , 
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COPY 


V. £• B. NICHCLSOM & SONS 

P* 0. Booc lOS 
St* John * s 

B* W* 1* 


19th August* 1957 


Dr* Viuldo Sohmitt 
Smithsonian Institution 
IMltsd States National Uuseum 
Washington 26 

D* C. 

Dear Dr* Sohmittt 

I ms del lifted to hnYo your letter telling us you wanted the 
FKEELMCfi next yoar* Shs is yours fr<m i£sroh BIsti 

I do hope this will suit hr* Dredin and your paarty* I realise 
you would really like her earlier* but she has bewi previously 
booked until this date* I would also like to apolo^te for not 
having replied to yoiB* letter iBuaediately * bub we were waiting for 
a oable from another olieat who had tmporarily booked the FREELANCE 
for the BSaroh *• April period* V?e have now heard he is unable to 
oome* so we have reserved the ship for you from Maroh Blst until 
May 1st* 

Unfortunately* the FHEELi^CE’e foe has risen to $1080 per week* 
$100 xoore than last year* I am sorry this has to be* but w6*ve been 
forced to do it duo to iuoreased running expenses of all kinds* I 
hope this will still be aooeptable to you* 

I am no longer skipper of ti» FREELANCE* but I»m certainly hoping 
to take charge of her for your cruise* Iwouldn»t miss it for any- 
thingV She FREELANCE is for sale* and if she should be purchased, the 
Owner would be in charge* In that case* I hope I*d be able to oome 
along as official diver! I think we would start the cruise in St* 
Thomas* and work our way back to Antigua* Shis works out best for the 
ship* 8 schedule* but the going may be a bit heavy* sailing against the 
wind sometimes* Do you mind this? 


It will be a great pleasure to introduce you to toy wife* who is 
very much looking forward to meeting you* I will bo interested to 
see the illustrated resume of the 1966 trip* If you oculd send us 
60 copies* that should be aisple* 



2 


Wo look forward to your next letter eo that wo will be able to 
get thia trip fixed up for you* 

, Tours very sizioerely, 

1 • ' 


/e/ Dosmoad 
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Send tho above message, subject to the terms on the back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

PLEASE TYPE OR WRITE PLAINLY WITHIN BORDER-DO NOT FOLD 

Sender’s Name and Permanent Address Room Number 



ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TEi^St 




<* L 


* e 


To xuiird &«alast mistakes or deUy», tho sunder of A shuUld order U re^sTeO. that l«. telejrraDhed back to the ortidrAAtfng ofhoe foT comparison. For this, oiov-balf the 

unrepevktecl tne>i84nce rate is ebarKed In odiiiuoc. OrJe^-is oUiei^vIse ladlcated on ita tace. ihb is ... - 

the sender ol the message and the Telegraph Ccapany as follows: 


an uorepcated mes&age and paid for aa such. In constcirration whereof It U aitreed between 


1. The Tclekraph Company ahali r»ot be liable fur mistakes or delays In the transroUvlon or delivery, or for non-delivcrj’. of any meanaxe recelve<l for transmission at the iinrepeated* 
message rate beyond the auto of rtve hundrMd. doUars: nor for mistakes Or delays In the traniiDLvKion or delivery, or for aon-dellvery. of ahy message rftcelved for transmission at the repeated- 
message rate beyond the sum of flve thomokod dollars, unless specially valued: nor in any case for delays arising from unavoidable Interruption Ln the working of Its lines. 

2. In any event the Telegraph Company khall not he liable for damages for mistaken or delays In the tranamlsslon or delivery, or for the non-doUvery, of any metisage, whether 
caused by' the negligence of Ita scrvanw or oUiafwlse. beyond ih<i netoal Iona, not rxroeillng In any avcoi the sum of live thousand dollars, at which amount the aendcr of each message 
represents that the message L^i valued, wcle^a a greater vafoe ta stated In writing Cy the sender thererd at the time the message la tendered for transmlajilon. apd unlean the repeaied-me^uge 

rate Is paid or agreed to be paid and an additlomd charge equal to oiie>teoth of one cent of the amount by which such valuation ahail exceed five thousand dollars. 

* • 

3. The Telegraph Company is hereby mode the agent of the sender, without tlahiUty, to forirard this messege over the lines of any other company when necessary to reach Its 

destination. ^ - -a 

^ * • 

4. The applicable tariff charges on a message destined to any point In the coDiUieotal tinlted Stale*? In the Tel^rapb Company’s Directory of Stations cover Its delivery within 

the established city or community tlmiu ol the destination Point. Beyond each lirnlts and to points not listed In the Telegraph Cempany's Directory of ^t8^loua/ the Telegraph Company does 
not undertake lo make* delivery but will endeavor to arrange for delivery by any aviiJlaijle moans as the agent of the-oender, with the understanding that the sender authorizes tbe coUeetloii' 
of any addltloual charge from the addressee and agrees to pay fuch aaditional charge If It Is not ^cUected from the addressee. *> l v 

5. Nu respoiiaihUlty attaches to the Tvlei;rapn Company conctmlng meHsaKcat^intil the same ate accepted at one of fta transmitting officer; and If a message is sent to such oflflce by 
one of the Telegraph Couipany's mostoogers, he aetd for that purpt«e as the agent of toe senrler; e accept that when, the Telegraph Company sends a OTea><5fiffer to pick up a mcasage. the inos- 
nebger la that instance am a:i the agent of the Telegraph Company In accepting the- iii»^ssage. the T^lc^,'niph Company ass'immg responslbllltyifroto the time ofsuoa aooepianoe. 

. ■ . » . 

d. The Telegraph Company will not be liable for damages or statutory peniities when the claim is not prescnti'^d In w’rttlng tb thtf Telegraph Company, (a) within ninety days 
after the message i« flied with the Telegraph Compoii^ for uaftsmlsalon In the citse of a message bctvveen potut>5 within the Culled states (except toe case of an ImsrjiHlate message In 
Texas) or between a point In the Cniied StHfos on the one hand and a point in Ala^ka^ Canada, Mexico, or sr Pierro-Mlquelon X.xiauda on the other Land, or bet ween a point lu the United 

States and a ship at sea or In f he otr (b) withtn P5 davi after the cause of aotlon. If anv. shall have uecrued In the case of on Intrnstatc message in Te.xas. and fc> within 180 days after 

Telegraph Company for transmission In the ciise of a me^Uiage between a point in the United Rtatca and a fonelijn or 


overseas point other than me points 
416 of the Counnunlcatfona 


the message la filed with the 

spedfled above In this paragraph; provided, however, that this condliion ahall not apply to cialma for duniages or overt^iargea within the purview of Section 
Act of 1934. as amended. 

I * * 

7. It la agreed that In any action by the Telegraph Company to recover the tdUs for any message or messages the prompt and correct tcatismissloa and deUvery thereof aholi be 

presumed, subiect to rebuttal by competent evidence. . 

. • • '' 

8. Special terms go‘rernlng tic trang&itksloahf xn»^$^agea according to their clashes, as enumerated below, shall apply to messages In each of such respective claaats In addition to 

all the foregoing terms. • j - .r. 


9. No employee of the Telegraph Company Is authorized to vary the foregoing. 
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CLASSES'OF SERVICE 




DOMESTIC SERVICES 


( 



*31 




INTERNATIONAL SERVICES 


. i ■ 


TFLEGRAM 

The fastest domesUe ^rvlce. 


J I 


w. 


i 




- \ 


FULL RATE (FR) 

The fastest overseas service. Muy be written In code, cipher, or In any language ci» 
pressed iu liomuu letieni. 


• ^ 


DAY LETTER (DL) * 

A deferred fidmOHloy service, at low latea. 


NIGHT LETTER <NL) 


Economical overnight service. Accepted up to 2 A. M for delivery the foilowlng morulng: 
at rates lower than the Teiegrum or Day Letter ratca. ’ 


t • 



LtTTER TELEGRAM (LT) 

For overoiKlit plain liincuiieeo.eiisacei, at tiaK*r«te. MlalmumctiaivetgrU •orib'kllpUai. 
• *- 
/ 

SHIP RADIOGRAM ” 

For iue«>a«ca to aoU ttoxa aUp* at 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 
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UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE 
NEWARK. DELAWARE 


1 


y 



Dr. ’.,'aldG L. Schmitt 
U. S, I'.ational I'.useum 
h'ashinrtcn 25 ^ D.C. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 


± t 


D.C. this month, July 26-30 
If it is possible to yet 


I "Will be in V/ashington, 
r oyster and fisheries meetings, 
axvav from the meetings 1 should like to come over to the 
Smitliscnian to visit. I have been editinv mv Smithsonian-b 
Expedition diary and v/ill bring a cop^/ plus the movie film. 
I heave time I’d like to see Dr. Rehder briefly and give 


'edi n 


If 


V. 1 

J L -i. 


m a 


r* n 


-O — 


bill lode’s and my field note paper on Vasurn. 


I’ll be staying at the Statler Hilton Hotel. 


Sincerely, 

Carl N. Shuster, Jr. 

Director, Marine Laboratories 




UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE 


NEWARK. DELAWARE 


DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 


11 June 1959 


Dr, V/aldo L. Schmitt 
Smithsonian Institution 
U. S, National Museum 
Washington 25, D, C. 

Dear Dr, Schmitt: 


Many thanks for writing me about reprints of your article 
on the 195^ expedition, I believe that 25 copies would be ample 
for our needs which would be for teaching — to use with the few 
specimens we have and the color slides — and a few copies to 
the University officialdom. 

Several times I have almost gotten to the point of having 
my notes typed for your files, as no matter how insignificant 
they seem alone, with all notes from the expedition in your files 
they may fit in somewhere. This and the » 5B movies are on my 
agenda as soon as I can get to them. Sorry to keep you waiting 
so long. I have kept hoping that I would be able to edit the 

■filnis myself, but this might be best done in conjunction with 
Bill» s. 


Commencement on the 1/fth, and then we start at the Bayside 
Laboratory, Lewes, on the 15th, We will have 20 persons there, 
in a 30’ X 65’ building, which is a bit crowded on rainy days when 
some are not out on field trips. 

Helen and I enjoyed the brief visit with you and r4rs. Schmitt 
at the Bredins last month. 


Sincerely, 



Carl N. Shuster, Jr, 

Director, Marine Laboratories 

CNSJr ;mgc 




UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE 


*> 


NEWARK, DELAWARE 


DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 


6 October 195b 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
Smithsonian Institution 
U. S. National Kuseum 
WashinfTton 25, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

Your guesses v/ere close. Height 6» 4"; weight (?) — 220 

lbs. at start of Expedition, 190 when I returned home, so 195 could 
be correct. 

1 sent the slide of English Harbor to the photo lab for 
duplication and it should be back within a week. 

Our first Nutting’s Vase, Vasurn Flobulum nuttin^i Henderson 
was obtained at Carlisle Bay (April 2dth) . T believe that these 
were the first specimens of Nutting’s Vase that John had seen — 
certainly the first living specimens. The circumstances were 
these : 

On the 19th a woman shell collector who happened to be in 
the Coconut Shop (? - novelty shop near the Hotel where we stopped 
for refreshments), St. Johns, told John about the shell and its 
occurrence at Carlisle Bay. Sunday morning John and I went to 
Carlisle Bay by taxi. John spoke to some native women and one 
whose head v/as bandaged as if for a toothache (over the top of the 
head and under the law and then around the head) volunteered to 
get the shell. As we started toward the beach, our group en- 
larged to three women and several children. We went around the 
southeast side of the bay to a rocky area where the women started 
their search. In about a half an hour an older boy came rushing 
to us v^ith two handfuls of live shells. Other boys had lesser 
numbers -- and the women none. We did not know where the older 
boy had collected the Vasurn but it was further south (seaward) 
along the rock^^ bay shore from* where we were. He wanted $10.00 
for the shells and after some bargaining John paid him $6.00 and 
v2.00 and $.50 to the other boys. The "toothache” woman was, of 
course, fit to be tied — and looked "daggers" at the boys. John 
gave her $.35 , which she begrudgingly accepted, for her' fruitless 
efforts. The entire trip cost $8.B5 for 32 specimens of Nutting’s 
Vase and $7.00 for taxi fare. 

That afternoon Jack left for Cuba. 

Hutting’s Vase were subsequently found by us on April 28th 
on windward side of Spanish Point along shore in waters protected 
by the offshore reefs. William Bode and I collected more on 



Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 


Page 2 


6 October 195S 


Little Galley Bay, Johnson’s Island, and Windward Bay. 
Tnese collections revealed that there is a wide range in size 
shape, and color of the species, deserving further study. * 

My schedule is hectic due to its diversity — for I am unable 
to work more than the usual number of hours a day. I have a class 
of 9 in m.arine biology, three graduate research advisees, four 
interstate committees and I was reelected Secretary of the Middle 
■^^L^ntic Section, Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, and 
two state reports to work on this fall. Earlier I sent off a mC- 
on Xiphosura for the McGraw-Hill encyclopedia. This week 
the Governor has called a meeting concerning heavy mortalities on 
our oyster beds, which probably means another report. On Friday 
and Saturday the Atlantic Estuarine Research Society meets at Lewes. 

The diversion makes life interesting but slows down my output on 
any one item. 



Carl N. Shuster, Jr. 

Director, Marine Laboratories 


CIJSJr ;mgc 
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UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE 


NEWARK, DELAWARE 


DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 


12 July 195 s 


Dear Dr. Schmitt: 


I have found a photo processing laboratory 


where my "off-color, greenish" shots can be color corrected, 
so I have ordered a set of the Anegada and Barbuda photos 
for you. Tomorrow I leave for Boy Scout camp for a week of 
nature counseloring, thf\^ to Baltimore for the annual Oyster 
Institute convention. It will be early in August before I 
can return the complete set of my photos (either the originals 
or duplicate replacements). 

We can purchase reprints o:c4he article in the 
Estuarine Bulletin at the rate of $155 per thousand. The art 
work indicated on the enclosed "dummy" will cost $10 more. If 
you yr/fslt reprints I hope your budget will permit you to order 
them (you can do so through us so that one order can be placed). 
Our small budget for extras ias been knocked into a cocked hat 
by the color duplicating and the color-correcting prodedure. 


By August I hope that the shipment from Antigua 


will have arrived as I would like to get the Mnderwater gear 
and get the specimens prepared for exhibiting. My public 
lecture on the Caribbean Expedition (next March) is in the 
Wilmington Library diagonally across the street from duPont 
Hotel. I am going to arrange to have an exhibit of sea shells, 
sea stars, and Crustacea set up that month. 


MYSID 

SHRIMP: you were right 1 The finer mesh plankton 


net was selectively not meant for mysids. On a series of tests 
in the past two weeks Hopkins found Jbhat the net he used for most 
of the study was good for mysids; the earlier low counts of mysids 
seems almost certain to be due to the finer mesh net. This is B 
going to be an interesting note to planktologists. 


The boys really appreciated your hospitality and 


gifts of booklets at the Museum, I am sure that they enjoyed the 
evening dinner visit at you home as much as I did. Remeinber me 
to Mrs. Schmitt. 



Sincerely, 


P.S, Please return Ihe reprin|; dummy as it is the only one I 


have to show ^he printer what I want. We are sending 20 copies 
of the Bulletin for your use, I have sent copies to Desmond, 
Finlay, and Bode. (We have a brand new < : typewriter in 

the office and it is not used to me yeti ) 
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UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE 


NEWARK, DELAWARE 


DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 


9 May 1958 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
U. S. National Museum 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Dr. Schmitt: 


I arrived home on Wednesday. Although I was eager 


to reach home and it is sure nice to be here, in retrospect 
the expedition now seems to have been all too short. Mr. 

Bredin was on campus yesterday and ’phoned from the President ’s 
office. He is a warm-hearted person, as you well know, 

interested in others. I was glad he called. He left for 
Spain today. 

Our Public Relations Office ran an article on the 
expedition in the alumni magazine, page 7, enclosed. They 
did a good job, J think, on the overall coverage we received. 
One of our students assembled an attractive exhibit last 
month on the expedition, using the National Geographic map, 
my postcards and comments, along with a model of a Spanish 
galley. The exhibit attracted much attention. 


Also enclosed is an article I wrote for the Wilm- 


ington Public Schools newspaper (see pages 2, 4, and 5). 
Thought you would be interested. 


It is not easy to fully describe the oratitude 


that I have that Mr. Bredin and you took me on the expedition. 
The experiences gained and the opportunity to exchange ideas 
and natural history knowhow with you. Jack, and John, has 
been invaluable. I am particularly, scientifically, in your 
debt for having the opportunity to be with you and "soak" up 
some of your flair for doing things. 


I am looking forward to coming to Washington when 


are ready for review, so that I can see you and 

Jack again. Please do not write except to tell me when to 
come down. 


S j n r PT P 1 w 



CT'iS Jr : mgc 


Carl N. Shuster, Jr. 

Director, Marine Laboratories 
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UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE 
NEWARK. DELAWARE 


DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 


27 March 1959 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
Smithsonian-Bredin Expedition 1959 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

Enclosed are five copies of a field guide to the 
genus Vasum . The bound copy is intended for your use in the 
field. The loose copies for whomever can use them: John Finlay, 
certainly; someone at Dr. Beebe’s or other laboratories, etc. 
Desmond might want a copy. Please use your judgement. I had 
ample copies run so that you can get extras easily, or refer 
other malacolcgists to the University. 

Incidentally, the guide is printed on 100^ rag con- 
tent paper. I would be interested to learn if this improves 
its durability under field conditions. 

My proposal to the National Science Foundation bounced, 
so a real contribution can be made by this year’s expedition 
members in adding to what was observed last year. I have enclosed 
a verifax copy of the rejection by NSF and our proposal, so that 
the members of the expedition would have the benefit of our obser- 
vations and plans. We intend to apply elsewhere for support, but 
this is a time-consuming process. 

Well, Bill called a few minutes ago to give me the 
final instructions on his classes at St. Andrews, and when I give 
this package to Dick, I will have wished good sailing and a happy 
expedition to two. Of course this applies to all: Mr. Bredin, 
yourself, John, Desmond, etc. I’ll be looking forward to hearing 
about the wonderful things I know the 1959 group will accomplish. 

Bon Voyage, 



Carl N. Shuster, Jr. 

Director, Marine Laboratories 
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UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE 
NEWARK, DELAWARE 

DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 31 JanUarVj 1958, 


Dr, Waldo L, Schmitt 
Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25, D, C, 

Dear Dr, Schmitt: 

I had intended to reply to your 'nformative letter long 
before this but got involved In those things academic that occur 
with the closing of the semester, 

F^rst let me say that I agree with you on the conditions 
you outlined In your letters regarding the "ownership'* of speci- 
mens, photographs, etc. by the Smithsonian Institution, There 
i s no question* as far as T am concerned, with my complete compli- 
ance with whatever conditions are attendant to collection and use 
of any material, 

I believe that I understand what is necessary in the way of 
clothing, etc,, so I will outline briefly what equipment may be of 
use to us (from my own point of view). These are listed by topic 
below. Those items marked with an asterisk I do not have but will 
secure if you do not have or Intend to ‘take, 

SEROLCIjICAL collecting material, I had an opportunity to stop In 
at Rutgers and talk with Dr, Boyden, It would have been 
additionally pleasant If I could have been there during 
the symposium and seen you and all the others who came back, 
Boyden suggests the following: 

Stainless steel syringe - 50 cc, capacity 

Na-citrate solution 

Merthiolate preservative 

Funnel and pipette 

Filter paper 

Fine bolting cloth 

* Hand centrifuge (15 ml tube capacity) 

Bottles 

COLLECTION OF SPECIMENS, Dr, Robert Howard of our Department has 
and is making an extensive collection of pseudoscorpions 
and earwigs from the beach zone. He has been on several 
collecting trips to the Gulf of Mexico coast and last summer 
spent some time in Cuba, I believe it would be of mutual 
advantage if the Smithsonian Museum could furnish Dr, Howard 
with a duplicate set of these organisms If we collect any. 



Dr, Waldo L, Schmitt 


Page 2. 


31 January, 1958, 


For general littoral zone collecting the following 
items are useful; 

* Needham (or Cable) scraper 

* Dip nets, 

* Taylor fitted screens 
Knapsack 

Plastic, screw cap vials and bottles 
Paint scraper 

* Relaxing agents (viz, menthol crystals, MgS04, tobacco), 

* Preservatives (formaldehyde and/or alcohol), 

PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT, I have borrowed a Bell-Howell 16 mm, 

camera and was given 4 rolls of film. How much more film 
is necessary I do not know, I will probably shoot a roll 
here before leaving to gain experience, as I have not tried 
motion picture photography before, I can bring both Polaroid 
Practiflex (35 mm) cameras, 

I have not used electronic flash eguipment but can 
learn to prior to the expedition. Bill Amos uses this 
technique and I am sure he would teach me the necessary 
procedure. 

Please let me know those items of equipment, marked with an 
asterisk, that you plan to take so I can scratch them off my list 
(carbon copy enclosed). My work clothing can be shipped in an army 
canvas bag (approx, 1' x 2 1/2'), The rest of the gear would probab- 
^ ® foot locker, I plan to carry the cameras and a small 

valise , 


I have noted on my calendar to start taking the chloroquin 
the first week of March, 

. L-.J believe this covers most of the items that you discussed. 
Meanwhile I shall start to assemble my gear so that it will be 
ready in a couple of weeks if need be. 



Carl N, Shufter, Jr, 

Director, Marine Laboratories 


CNSJr : mgc 
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UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE 


NEWARK. DELAWARE 


DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 


10 December 1957 


Dr, Waldo L, Schmitt 
Department of Zoology 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25, D, C, 

Dear Dr, Schmitt: 


It was certainly a pleasure to see you again and to 


learn more about the next Smithsonian-Bredin Expedition. Every- 
one here at the University, who knows about it, is "green" with 

envy. I am certainly overjoyed to have been asked to join the 
expedition, 

I have requested leave from the University during the 
period of 19 March through 5 May, 1958. When this is official 
the University will probably want to get out some publicity, 

I believe that your description of the 1956 expedition could 
serve as information on the forthcoming expedition, 

I realize that the expedition is primarily for the pur- 
pose of making observations and collections for the National 


The University administration, and I am for that matter 


that I will be able to make a photographic record and 


bring back some specimens for the University. I have the neces- 
sary phot ographic equipment, but in the case of containers for 
specimens for the University what should we supply? 

c 1 there provisions for obtaining blood samples for the 

Serological Museum at Rutgers? 

Now, in regards to the mysid shrimp specimens that I 
+ hands as you were leaving for the railroad sta- 

TK I During the course of research by one of my students, 
homasL. Hopkins, on the seasonal distribution of mysids at a 
tidal inlet, he has collected five species. These are listed 


below in order of abundance - both in time’and numbers: 


Metamysidopsi s munda 
Gastrosaccus sp, 
Heteromvsis f ormosa 


Neomvsis americana 
Mysidops is biqelowi 




Dr, Waldo L, Schmitt 


Page 2. 


10 December 1957 


of the U. S, Museum. V/e should very much like to have it identi- 
f ied , 


Again, let me say how delighted I am to 
accompany you and Mr, Bredin on the forthcoming 


X 


Sincerely, 



N. 

Director, Marine Laboratories 


CNSJr : mgc 
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VIRGIN ISLANDS TOURS, INC. 

•• i 

' ST. THOMAS AND ST. CROIX 

VIRGIN ISLANDS 


May 13, 1958 


P. O, BOX 10&1 
ST. THOMAS 
VIRGIN ISUANIDS 


Mr. Desmond V. Nicholson 
V.E.B. Nicholson & Sons 
Post Office Box 103 
St. John's, Antigua, B.W.I, 

Dear Kir. Nicholson: 

Since writing you yesterday, I talked to the Manager 
of Yacht Haven who showed me the copies of the invoices 
on three of which $10 was credited to cover the $30 deposit. 

A separate bill was made out for each one and the $10 
was deducted from three of them so it may have been the 
invoice for the fourth one which you saw which, naturally, 
did not show a $10 credit. 

If you will check this, I am sure that you will find 
it is correct, but if not, the hotel will gladly submit 
detailed Information, 

I am glad that you enjoyed your visit at Yacht Haven 
and that your friends also enjoyed it as they did. 

Sincerely yours, 

VIRGIN ISLANDS TOURS, INC. 


Arthur Wilson, President 

AW : pas 

cc: Mr, Howe 


iM rf)k r. 1 s T \ or I CJ -: ' 


It I iiitri'i t'tt n^ut to tiinitl any tour, truiu 
Quotations unii rrstrvaiitns art 
Phttii afliireis I’ll torr(!f>oii/l(n.e TO 'VHt. 


or sightifein^ trip itue u 'uusts hrtonu our .ontf'ot. 
all suhifit to lOntctiiin nrni ton Hrmahtn, 

(HlAIP isr — NOT TO INDUOOl .llJt. 



